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Preface
We are pleased to introduce the present special issue, which contains a selection of articles that extend contributions
from the 20th International Conference on Algorithmic Learning Theory (ALT 2009), which was held in Porto, Portugal,
during October 3–5, 2009. The Algorithmic Learning Theory conferences, held annually, focus on novel research on various
theoretical aspects of machine learning, such as the study of formal models of machine learning and the design and analysis
of learning algorithms.
We selected a representative sample of some of the excellent papers presented at ALT 2009, and invited their authors
to submit extended versions of their conference articles. We are especially pleased to have the survey article Two faces of
active learning by Sanjoy Dasgupta, summarizing his thought-provoking invited keynote talk. All submissions underwent
the same rigorous review process as any other paper submitted to Theoretical Computer Science.
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